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Them that. honour me, I will honour : and they 


J 


: that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed, 


' $ tis ealy'to apprehend the Important.Conſequences 
of that Excellent Work, for the furtherance of which, 
we are here met, viz. The endeavouring an effectu- 
al reſtraint, upon the Open Indecencies of a Lewd 
ige : So T doubt not, but the Tryal which ſome of you 
uve made herein, hath convinc'd you, more than ever, that 
wafew Diſcouragements, are like to attend, the promotion 
f ſo Pious a'Deſign : That the Strong man armed, after fo - 
bng and quiet a poſſeſſion, is not to be turned out but with 
onflict and violence ; That thoſe Sons of Belzal, who if let 
done, will ſurely prove as Thorns -in your ſides, by provo- 
ing the Anger of Heaven againſt us,are when you thruft them 
way as Thorns in your hands, ſo that as David ſpeaks, He 
that touches them, had need be fenced with Iron and the ſtaff of 2 $am. 
fc OR Ong | | | #3-.G+ Jo 
Since therefore *tis now my part, to ſtrengthen your hands, 
hat they may never hang down, in the purſuit of fo ſacred 
nAttempt, 1 have judg'd it requiſite to lay before you ſome 
MWotives, that may be proportionable, both to the greatneſs of 
jour Task, and the Yariety of your Diſcouragements. 
" And I thiak'there is enough contained in the Text, to an- 
frermy end ; for it intimates your Work to be honourable in 
God's account, and that it ſhall redound to your own immor- 
al honour in the iſſue. 
Humane Nature never ads with more violence and force, 
tan when it feels the power of Aſpiring Ambition aſter great 
Renown, and'tho', my Brethren, 1 hope the fading honour of 
this World is contemptible in your 7:96, uo SONG _— 
ona Tinkling Cymbal ; yet honour from God 1s a great thing, 
abt ping g Cymbal wie yet " 2 hs 
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all ambition.is juſt, . but aone to0-great,--20r 207 contention 
t00 warm where this-1s-che Prize. = annua 
How ſuitable an Application to the preſent occaſion, my 
Text will admit of, may better be'ſeen, after a little enquiry 
into the Context. *Tis part of a ſad M from God, and 
for the greater ReAinhy Rac by 'a Man of God to EI, who 
was over- the Tribes of Zree+ aJudge ; and over the Houle of 
God the High-Prieſt ; how he came by the latter Dignity is! 
not evident ;. both from. Scripture and Feſephus it appears, 
that he was not of the Elder Line of J4arox's Family by Blea- 
zer, but of the younger, from /thamar, and conſequently 
not the. legal Heir to. that Honour ; but ſometime, during the 
Rule of the Judges over /rael, the High-Prieſthood was tranſ- 
lated to the younger Line, for what cauſe is not known : A, 
Þ-; Ligh, very Learned Author, in the Jewiſh Hiſtory, ſuppoſes it migh 
24. yol. be, becauſe of the miſcarriage of the High-Pricſt, in permit- 
-- 1215. ting Fephthah to Sacrifice his Daughter, when he thould have 
conilelted him better, . out of the Law of Gad ; and this ſup 
poſition of his, may find ſome countenance. from that Rela 
tion of forme of theJewithDoctors which I meet with elſewhere 
D. T1. they fay, That Jephrhah difdained to go to the High-Prieſt 
Dutt dub, for a Commutation, or releaſe from his. Vow ;. and he wou'd 
+ 91% not go to Fephthah, becauſe he did not ask his help ; therefore 
- "tay they, Fephthah was ſmitten with the Palſey, and the High: 
Prieſt was deprived of the Spirit of Ged';z And it fo much be 
true, the other is no unlikely Suppoſition. By this'it ſeems, E/; 
m his poſkeſſion of that Office, carried a memorial of God's 
diſpleafure againſt the Neglecters of bis Honour, and-yet him 
ſelt incurs it the fame way : Not by any poſitive preſumptious 
crime of his own, but by remiſneſs in checking the Profa 
neſs of others. _ i Re | 
The Miquity of his. Sons was come to. an unſufferable anc 
daring heighth,, they proftituted. their Sacred- Function: tc 
ear enſuality and Luft, 25it is ſet down; from: Verle 12, te 
verſe18, fuch was ther contempt of God, that. th6 the Ta 
bernacle was his Houſe, and they were only. his: Guard ane 
2, Attendance, andthe Sacrifices, his Proviſions, yet they. wouls 
=>, heſervedfirſt, and would carve for ther own bellys; befor 
+; Tent to God's. Table, I'mean before the fat was burn'd: or 
| . i 
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ber Wite, Fer. 5.8, They ts 
taſter; gavours'Wite, Fer. 5.3, 'They tay with the 
Women' at the idoor of the Tabernacle, ver. 2.2. as if they 


ould affrone God to his face, putting their filth under his 


very Noſe ;' thus his Houſe was now made 2 Den of Hartots 
and Adulterers, that afterwards was ſo of Thieves and Rob- 
bers; infomuchthat men abhorred the Offering of the Lord, 
v..£7.:- It cannot but grieve Conſcientious Worſhippers, to 
ſee the Sacred Solemnities of Religion, paſs through Unhal- 
lowed hands, that reap indeed the benefit of others Reverencg 
for. God, while themfetves ſhew none. 

But, "what is thisto £/:2 that he muſt ſuffer for other mens 
fins-3 It was,..- becauſe he reſtrained them not, Chap. 3. v. 13. 
He did inceed reprove them, Chap. 2. v. 24. He dealt gently 
with the Young-men ; but Impudent Sinners require ſharper 
Corrections,.. than Friendly Rebukes; like the-unruly Levia- 
thas, 'they laugh at the ſhaking of that Spear, and thoſe Ar- 
'rows will not make them flee, Fob, 41. 28, 29. So that when 
better Remedies are in our-power, a bare Reproof of boſd Sin- 
ners, is no ſufffe.ent discharge of our Duty ; God counts this 
for nothing in El; ; He as a Magiſtrate ſhould have made 'em 
Publick Examples, for a warning to others : -For neglecting 
this, God ſends him a ſevere Metlage, upbraiding him with In- 
gratitude for paſt Favours, fo ill requited ; charging him with 
honouring his Sons above his God, to fave their Reputation, 
he let God's ſmmk and fall ; and then recanting all his former 
thoughts of Kindneſs, all his Conditional Promifes, he threa- 
tens him and his Family with Utter Ruine to the Generations 
to come, The reaſon and equity of which procedure in this 
and like Caſes, he expreſſes in the words of the Text, «Be 7# 
far from me; for them that honour me, I will honoxr.” As it he had 

\ fitd, after the manner of men, I had once a great Kindnels for 
thee and thy Houſe, and hadit thou but concerned thy felf to 
vindicate my Name, by ſupprefling and puniſhing the wick- 
fines of thoſe Vile Wretches, thou hadft loſt no honour by 
6 T would have advanc'd thee to- great Dignity ; but now 

fr be iv from me, to honour ſuch a ſcornful deſpiſer of his 


' God, no; tis fartheſt from my thoughts, thy name ſhall pe- | 
filh, thy memory rot, thy Family ſink, and thy pany 
RNS | B 2 all . 


die. nd being hight) fed, like Horſes they neigh- 
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the Monuments of thy Sin, end my. Indignation ;.Tle reſery 
myFavours for-them that ſhalt do me the Service which:tho 
-xefuſedſt: And that you may not think this proceeding to þ 
.any ſingularInſtance with E/ only, God lays it down: as 
.gencral Rule, Them that honour me, *&c. - | 
Having led you thus, | to aright view: of the: words, I ſur 
poſe I thall do no violence to them, by.deducing from then 
this Propoſition, . viz. : | 
-Dodt. 7hat they who honour God, by endeavouring to ; pref an 
puniſh the ſcandalous Crimes of Profane Sinners, ſhall have the 
Zeal repayed with eminent returns of Honour from God ; whil, 
they that are unconcerned for his Glory in that matter, ſhall 34 
the objeits of contempt and diſdain. Mie 

; Thelatter Branch may ſerve to enforce the former, whic 
I-will proſecute under theſe;General Heads. #7r/t, -I will en 
.deavour:to ſhew that ſuch as areſincerely engaged in this De 
ſfgn, do-honour God in it. Secondly, That God will repay 
_ their Zeal, by honouring them. . Zhirdly, T ſhall apply the 
-whole to excite, and encourage you that are, or may be 
engagd in this happy affair. _ PSS 
- . E-They who endeavour to ſuppreſs the Scandalous Crimes 
.of the Age, do greatly honour God : He who is the beſt Judge 
.of his own honour, plainly owns it here, in that he charges 
El with failing to honour him, by neglecting this work. 
- And here I muſt conſider firit-what 1t is to honour God, 
And then how we may -apply it to ſuch perſons. ' As. for - ho- 
Bouring God in general, 'tis not like his honouring-us, which 
is by conterring-fome Excellency or Dignity upon us, to make 
us greater than we were betore: *'Tis'God's honour that he'is 
not capable of ſucly as this ;; he cannot . be- a more- Glorious, 
Exalted Being, than he is. We can therefore honour God on- 
iy ſuch ways as theſe, ether Internally, ' by high and loſty 
conceptions of his Being and Perfections, by being, filld with 
adoring, admiring Apprehenſions.of his Infinite Majeſty, Wil- 
dom; Power. and . Goodneſs ; making him; the Obje& of 
our Chief Eſteem, and-Superlative Love. Or Externally, by 
_ Jomeſenſible Manifeſtation of this; of vyhich,open, viſible ho- 
gour, Eam principally to ſpeak; and it-is:to; be-given one- of 
theſe tvvo Ways in general... | ; ; ]. When. 
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ny diſhononr or reproach caſt upon 


gventing:or reinoving what may tend- to. diſparage 
1 tiecions, to. weaken his Anthority with men, > Tl 
of his-due reverence, or to render him cheap 'and mean in 
the; Eyes. of any:; this is to preſerve his Honour. 
. 11, When we-do any thing that repreſents him great and 
Zlorious.to others, when we expreſs our own high thoughts 
of God, 1o as: to give occaſion to them to raiſe their eſteern 
of him, whether 1t be-by Words or Actions, and theſe either 
of Worſhip or other obedience, fo praiſe glorifies God, Pſ. 50. 
#/t. it declares his Excellency, and raiſes admiration; any 
Po that-greatens God in the ſence of men, ts honour done 
to 21M; © 6 

Now I come to apply it, by ſhewing that they do thus 
honour God, who labour to ſuppreſs open: profaneſs : And 
this will fully appear if we conſider. 

1. That open profaneſs is a great diſhonour to God, from 
the reproach of which, thcſe perſons ſeek to-reſcue his Name. 
Tho' the Eyes of God are fo very pure, that the leaſt Mote 

_ of Siri, offends them, as truly; as the greateſt Beam, yet not in 
the ſame meaſure : God is diſhonoured, and his Law affron- 
ted. by every indulged Sin, be it never ſowell covered under 
the Vail of Secrecy, or diſguiſed by the Arts of Hypocrifie ; 
but then 'tis but like a private cas, which puts not halt 
that diſgrace upon a man, as ſome open abuſe. Some reve- 
rence for 'God is yet preſerved among men, when the Sons 
of Belial do in-outward behaviour imitate the Sons of God, 
when the Devil dares not appear in his own colours, but -as 
of old, in Saxl's time, ſhrouds himſelf under the Prophets 
Mantle... But when men declare their Sin as Sodom, when 
their Crimes are. of - the firſt Magnitude, and in open view ; 
when they - Swear in. the Market place, Reel in the Streets, 
and- Aſſemble themſelves by Troops in Harlots Houſes ; then 
the Honours of God receives a deep Wound, and the higheſt 
contempt+is poured on that Being of infinite Majeſty, as tho. 
he-were a-Being; of no Authority, whoſe: will they dare at 
anytime contradict, whoſe Indignation they Challenge, and 
tis Threatnings they treat with Mockery and Seorn. Such: 
things. as theſe, fink the eſteem of God in the World, and: 
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Immorality in the general. | i | 
'"Andamong all the Works of Darkneſs that are common, 1 
think there are none,. againft which the: wounded Honour of | 
God ' more requires your zealous help, than againſt thoſe 
 enormities, which you of zheſe Societies have Nr ſpecial 
_ - cognizance of, viz. Profane' Swearing and- Curfing, brea- 
king the Sabbath, and abominable 'Uncleanneſfs ; Crimes fo 
hainous, that one \can hardfy fay, as God to-the Prophet, 
Son of man, I will thew thee yet greater abowinations than 
theſe. As for profane Oaths and Curſes, the monſtrous Sins of 
our Age, in which for a long time; Oaths have vyed with 


words 


comes in their way, and 
uſually where God's name is at the beginning of a Sentence, 
in an horrid Qath, the Devil's is at the end of it, in an hel- 
liſh Curſe, and they ſeem to have an equal reſpect for both. 
** As. for the breach of the Holy Sabbath, ſince nothing hath 
2 more dire aſpe& upon the Honour of God, than the Re- 
vyerence and Solemnities of his publick Worſhip, in United 
Afſemblies.; and fince he hath intimated his will, that this 
on one day in Seven, it muft needs be a. bold ſtroke at 
his Honour, in them that needleſsly refuſe to contribute 
openly ts it. It was a Sacriſegious thieving from God's Al- 
tef, that Was part of the heavy charge againſt Z/7s Sons, 
they would have God's Portion, and torce him to change 
without his conſent, Ch. 2. v'15, 16. And 1s not the Sacri- 
ledge asgreat in defrauding him of his time, and the homage 
' Helonging toit > We bn an univerfal flame of Zeal in our F-#n 24 
Saviours.Breaſt; upon an ifreverent profanation of that holy '' '*: 
Temple where God viſibly dwelt ; and will not his day de- 
ferye as zealous a vindication as his houſe 2 Since they are, 
fwo circumftances of one rank, can any one tell me, why 
FHallowed time ſhou'd.not be as facred as an allowed place > Oh 
how ro Sefereh then to God is their Crime, who profti- 
tute his facred time to Secular Uſes ! One is Journying, an- 
_ bfher Phyſicking, and a third taking his Pleaſure ; and thus 
the:Lord's-dey is made the very Dunghill-day, on which 
tpgodly men, throw all the refuſe-butineſs of an idle or 
mien: Week ;. and many of theſe are under Self-condem- 
nation, while at other times they can ſtand up-in-the ſolemn 
Aſſemblies, to proteſs an Obligation on their Conſttences, 
obſerve the Fourth Commandment ; but alaſs their hearts: 
are not yet inclined to: keep that Law ! | As: 
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-; As foe the Symale-Tiolinons of the ang af; habits 
ts Rae the. blacket - Crimes, ye Hutt that. Gad 
hath peculiar reſerves of Leance for thoſe that commit 
Heb. 13s | F . SERA þ nts 
' 4. them; Whoremongers and Adulterers God will judge. Tis ſuch 
an awtul and terrefying word,, which dropt from the. Wiſe- | 
man, that it may aſtoniſh us to think how any man's Con- 
Pro. 22-{cience. can get over it, without agonies of dread ; The mouth 
i of aftrange Woman is a deep pit, he that is abhorred of the Lord, 
- falls therein. And this was another -of the'ſo- ſcandalous and | 
. puniſhable faults of E's Sons. | 46 Il 
Now theſe things ſhew, what mighty Service you will do | 
for the Glory of God, if you can cover his Name from thele | 
affronts of ſcornful men; either by ,ſuppreſling their Vices, 
or making-them ſhameful and coſtly to ſuch. as will give F 
them harbour. | Oh how. honourable would the name of j 

God be, if:we could but ſee the. day, when none. ſhould ' 
dare to uſe it but with ſolemnity and reverence! When none 
ſhall take an Oath, but as-a part of the ſerious, awful Wor- 

ſhip he owes to the omniſcient Ruler of the-World ; when an 
univerſal ſilence on the Sabbath-day, from the noiſe ef Secu- 1 
lar buſineſs, ſhall help to Proclaim our profound veneration: | 
for God, while he - is in his holy Habitation. _ _ 14 
2. Such perſons do directly honour God, in_their ſincere | 
attempts of this kind, as they . plainly, . manifeſt their own | 
great eſteem of. God, and reverence for his. Laws: 'What | 
greater repreſentation can men give of God, than that he ts 
a Being whoſe reproach they cannot bear, one fo great, ſo | 
ood, fo loved by his Servants, that they are content to vin- | 
icate his Honour with the'moſt expenſive zeal ? - Sure 'tis.to 
the Glory of God when the World ſhall ſee, he hath fome 
friends who dare eſpouſe his. Quarrel, ſome who are .open | 
Advocates for his deſpiſed Authority ; that in a degenerate age, | 
there are fome to proteſt againſt the Uſurpation' of Satan ; ſo 
that if he be not honoured in the Reſormation of the Publick, | 
yet in as much as you have vigorouſly contended for it, I may | 
' ſay as the Apoſtle ; Or your part he is glorify d, though on theirs | 
04. | he is evil ſpoken of. | 4 92 bi 


IT. The 


S 


if, He will, honour them. by-his own eſteem. and-appro-- 

on of. them-they,may.be the World's droſs, but they ſhall 
be-God's Fewels ; the men of Sodow ſcoffed at Lot for repro- 

ving them, but Ged honour'd him as a Righteous Soul, The 272 8 
Protane Crew may. cry out. upon you, , as..they againſt. Paul, PIER 
Away with futh fellows,. they are not fit to live. But God will fay 22. 


Y 


rather, Of fo the world was not worthy. And I hope God's 
good wor! 

gaddor=3/2n3 £ou 17 Bot 
* Secondly; He may probably place viſible marks of Honour 

upor them in'this Lite. Our good Name is in God's keep- 

ng,” who hath many ways to advance oureſteem,; and when 
he:pleafesour rankeſt enemies. ſhall contribute to it, as Mor- 

dai found 5 alt promotion hath ' its riſe in the Court of Hea- or, 7s. 
ven, {o that -he permits or hinders it as he pleaſes ; he can, 7 
blefs your- Subſtance unto abundance, and put you into the 
common roadiof Honour. by 

Or he-may hegour you another way, viz. by giving you 

great {uccets 'm your worthy attempts ; and verily that will 

be no (mall Renown, to be ſuch Bleſſings in your places-; to 

be Conquerors over the Vices of the Age; to hide a multi- 
tude:of Sins, and to fave a Nation from ruine, ſuch a good 

Name will be-a precious Ointment of Everlaſting Savor. 

"And verily Sirs, 'God hath in part thus honoured you ; tis 

to: your: Glory, that not only at home, but abroad in the 
neighbouring Kingdom, ſome of us have heard the fame of 
yourZeal. "1 may fay to you, as Paul to the Theſſalonians 
(onlyspttting/your Zeal inftead of their Faith ) That 'tis every ,,, S's 
where fpoken 6f,/ they -needed not that we ſhou'd tell them, g. 
for themſelves ſhew us concerning you : They can tell that 
Dublis*is: nofafe Harbour for the Protane and Lewd to come 

to; that in it are Magiſtrates and People, that profeſs them- 
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ſelves a Terror to Evil-doers. : : 
* Thirdly; God: will not fail to Honour them eminently 1n 
another World, ' and there great things ſhall be done to the 
min whom the King of Heaven ſhall delight to Honour : 
There doubtleſs; 'they who have laboured to turn many fro 
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Be APPLICATION. 


T7. Uſe. Is God io highly Honoured by ſuch Endeavours.+. 
Turner 15.9 be. concerned for this Honour, -in this.way : 
0G Sa ſuggeſts to you the Weightieft Argument - ur the | 
World, viz. That you thould do ittor God's ſafe and themoſt | 
S ene Argument, . do it:for your,own lake; tis the Cauſe: 
of God's Honour, and the Intereſt. of your own ; But me-. 
nothing {bald more move! us, than the juſt, -but;terri- |! 


ble Ceo fo God will por upan our aeglect to;promote 


this Work, even that we deſpiſe him ; as thd he were fome | 
Soros tible Being, whoſe Glory we- think, not worthy our | 
ing for. * Dare we lye under o heavy «Charge? Cer- | 
hs My Brethren, we ſerve. a God, whoſe-Honour well | 
deſcrves our pains to.uphold it ; nay, can we make him khe 
;reat Ohjedt of our Solemn Adoration, and daily H | 
an” we think: him meet, . at whole Feet.-to caſt 'our Ves: 
down, .1n a Reverent Proftration, and yet at the' ſame time, 
not judge his Honour worth maintaining > This' wou'd re- 
proack our. ſelves, with the groſſeſt Stupidity, for, Worthip- 
ing-one with awful dread, whom we are content, ſhould be 
made contemptible with.others. . Ah,\ baſe Creature; that haſt 
fuch a God; of ſuch Infinite. Majeſty, Wiſdom 4nd Goodneſs, | 
ad - yer. refuſeſt to plead for him! A dumb and wiſcle(s Idol 
might. ſervye thy gr lice thou careft not how mean and 
vile, ,the-Object of th 4 Warlhip is. 

But I would rather hope of you,. that: hear me- cO. That 
yoware rather in TeY RS how you may colfaibu XY God's 
Hons ur-in this Affair 5 probabl F vow h: yz from fach-a man 

i, God mightexpect yy Ing. an Eminent Magitievs 


Sword 


* &'J Ko *F ir ] | 
wort of fakes; Wiwould farety draw it in God's Onan 
an Defenct 4t can we'do now? + © | Quatre 


them, ey 


come tO £ 


Twe. , %oo? 
,, What Codfiree then ſhould rhey make of fach a great 


wy jug hands 2 ſince this isthe very expreſvend, wonck 
0d, Who em their Power (and wil ſhortly ask an 
{Count of the uſc'of 3. )huth afigner it to, viz, tobe a7er-, « 


eir Monitor, it ſhonld beirr -, 


Mee Evil drers, Were Ito be 
"Wh | . 2.2 David's 
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Davids words, Bewiſe Oye Rwlers,: be infirutted O ye Fudges. of 
the Land, ſerve the Lorduith, fear «. #3ſi the Son Jeaſt he es gry 
Iwould humbly -ask whoſe Superſeription. do you-bear2. and 
fince the Truth,as-well.as a regard to your own Honour,allows 
you, to fay,. God's ; Oh. then render to him, the things that 
are. his !-Y.ou would; not incur. the ſuſpicion. of Diſſoyalty. ts 
your Prince,, by-connivingat-publick Afronts. to his Name or 
Perſon-; It wou'd be with you a ſtrong Argument whick they 
uſed to Pilate, If thou let this man go, thou art not Ceſar s friend. 
It.touch'd. him ſo to the quick, : that he durſt ſhew no more 
favour. to:our.Bleſled Lord; Why ſhould it not be aſtronge 
Argument, to tell you that you are not God's friends if you! 
let. Profligate Ottenders eſcape? .In a word,” Magiſtrates ſhou'd} 
be like the Heavenly Orbs, not barely to roll over the peo-; 
ples heads in a.Lordly. Dominion,.-but alfo. to. afford a Benign! 
Aſpect.upgn the.Commonweal.,  _ Er: 
= {7s Yet as every Common Soldier, without leaving. his! 
Rank,. may. do: good Service in the Battel, as well as his Com-; 
mander, ſo,may All of you caſt ſome Mites. into this Treaſury! 
of.God's Honour, ..in ſuch Inſtancesas theſe.,——.. +. 
- k:: Yow may ſerve, his. Honour |in this matter, by laying! 
the Impietics of the Profane before the Magiſtrate, _ in order to] 
puniſhment; . Be:not aſhamed to, come in as witneſs for the 
Great King of Heaven ; E/; found many Informers againſt his 
awar Sons,..this aggravated his Crime, in not Reſtraining them; 
It Magiſtrates, will not execute Juſtice, the Guilt lyes at their | 
door,..but if you do..not carry it, thither,. I fear it will lye. at? 
your. own :. We oft ipeak of bearing a 7eftimony againſt Natio- 
ual Sins; The beſt Teſtimony that. I know of, _ is that before a 
Magiſtrate in order-to.their being puniſhed, _ T truly, think no | 
Gultomary,., bold Singer,.. that openly Offends, thonld. be | 
ſpared,.thd he: were our Companion, Remember £5 ſaffered. 
for - ſparing the Oiispring.. of his own Bowels-;, when God 
upon. the Scornful Language ok a Degenerate Age, cries out | 
Who.is.on;my ſide 2 Who.dares but Offer himſelt2 And as all 
hould dajtheir part in general, 9 it were tobe wild, That 
ſome, who are.moſt capable of prudent, aciveReryiee, would 
joyn themſelves. to thofe, Spcictics, which are well enough 


24 kgawnran this City,. to bear, part of the Burden, cin 8 be 
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Nerfary.20d lege! deſign, as Sinners joyn hand in hand toxſcape 2rm.1, 
puntihment, ſo onld..you joyn, to. prevent them: .. Let, me 2% 
ellyou, 4n.this Caſe more. than, ordinary. concern ſhould be 

own, that pallage of Au/iz being applicable- here.; Nor 
nat, qui -n0n.zelat. - He is hardly a. Friend of God, that is 
not, warm, and earneſt in this important Service.. 
, 2, Many of you may honour Godin this work with your , _ _ 
SuBaxce ;, You know the precept- is general, but. when you? 
come to put it 1n practice, it muſt be in ſome. particular in- 
| ſtance, and I know no occaſion to which # may more pro- 
perly. apply it, than this in hand, being. an affair that neceſ-. 
arily involves in it, -conſiderable expences, of which the'-oc- 
altons are Fuſt ayd Honourable ; much may be faid to com-. 
| mend ſuch liberality ; let it be conſidered that it-excels ord;- 
wry Charity to the: poor, which. yet Chrilt will take eminent. 
notice of, 1n. the day of Judgment, and: to which ſo' many re- 
markable promiſes are made by him.. The great advantage 
of which is, that God will allow it, to have an ultimate re- 
ference to himſelf, z» as much as ye have. done it: to theſe, your 25. 
4d it to me... But in this Caſe, what we give, is more dire@t-, 4? 
ly and immediately doxe 70 God, without the benefit of ſuch 
2 favourable conſtruction as that; "I. 
"Beſides, that ſuch occaſions do not offer themſelves fo fre- 
quently as thoſe for common Charity, you are always en- 
compaſled with Objects of that Nature, but you have not al-. 
ways ſuch noble deſigns-0n Foot for the honour of .God,. to 
require Your aid; ſo that I may very properly here,. apply 
Chriſt's words on ſomething a like occafton ; . The poor _yougy;r 
always have with you, but me ye have not always. Take there- 21. 
re tne preſent opportunity. 
You ſhou'd all further th 
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they are without: a Foundation: However in the 
have this \ ty 1, God will honour you, 
n contempt of all their reproaches go on with 
' with Dovid, in the like caſe; Tet them?; 199 
, | 29, 


ent "np File # garment ; they'l come to nought {6 


- 
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\ Yea, whatever other difficulties may occur, let them only 
krve to make the Trinmph of our Zeal, more confpicuous ; 
remember that you are So/drers of Jefus Chriſt, and therefore 
he ſhane; muft not flee for 4 little danger, you are bound to 
| endure Jome hardſhip, elfe you in effect fay, that you will be 2 rin. =: 
Soldiers for any thing, but Fighting ; you't give him any * 
proof of your valour, except by expoſing your ſelves to ha- 
ard : How ridiculous a profeſſion would this be in a Chri- 
q ſtan, in _thefe expreſs terms? "Tis more becoming you to 
mount the Breach, and rv awd in the Gap. 
My Brethren, you have hitherto run well ; Oh that no- 
ming may now hinder you, it would be very uncomforta- 
ble to 7houſands of them that love God, if your Zeal ſhould 
now 4eclive, or if out of 2 regard to: your own eaſe, you 
honld feek a diſcharge from this warfare, when- at moſt, 
ts bur the height of the conflict. To prevent which, I ſhall 
ver you; ſome ferious Motives, ſhewing'you the evil. con- 
Tquences of fuch an unſeaſomble declention* 
Motive F. You will looſe the happieſt opportumty tmaginable 
for pablick Reformation. There are ſome grear Engines which. 
to put 1m motion, 15 the greateſt difficulty ; and to begin well, 
is the hardeſt part of fome enterprizes ; ſuch a-butineſs is 
wick Reformation , which is very happily begun among, us. 
he Enemy, viz. All manner of iniquity, did come in as a 
Flood,” but the Spirit of the -Lord hath lift up a Standard againſt |. 5g. 
tm, mto which. you and many others have repaired, who 9: 
havemarch'd up'to the face of that bold Enemy, to that he 
ath-alfeady made an halt; 34 and about thjs City, you have 
ls Eo cordial affiftance Frcs, os wn we i 
Y bear this Teftimony ; that rhey have not wone The work of, 
the Lore ently, i witholding the Sworlfrom'jaft puriſpment, _ the 
wine the Corſe of God Henounted againſt them, who: cio. 3/egine 


Chaves in orextpartbern covers Wonrreeonen, 
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<, reproach. you ap we nh many.of aiierent perſy 
ſions, have. United-in the-Bands: of Love. for-this-work;: 
ſome, of Rank and Eminency;both in Church and. Stare, ſoth 
- now the work is become both: Eafſe and Honourable, yea as 
fafe too in compariſon of what it hath been ;. yourhave gair 
with ſome labour and pains, ſo much-groand,. that 'tis pity 
ſhould be loſt again ; after ſeveral thouſand Convidtions 
'Swearers and Curſers, we can. obſerve a ſenſible alteration 
2m. 3. mens dialect ; thoſe Throats that. lately were as, open, Sep 
33» 14* chres, ſending torth. a loathſome. ſtench, . are. now, :tho'1n 
painted Sepulchres (by RF Ws, any great appearance of Piety 
yet, cloſed and ſhut;; and ſo do not give that publick offeng 


nor are ſuch a common x«ſance as.tormerly. How. great { 
Encouragement is this to-proceed.? (00% HOT FAR © 
If we compare. theſe. things: with the circumſtances, 4 
which as to theſe matters we were,. not many. years ſince, 
may. tempt us to -uſe Balaam's Expreſſion of. Aſtoniſhment 


| Num. 23:What hath God wrought. > What. a ſtrange. turn is here in thi 


25- Affairs of ourlſracl > . And doubtleſs. it you go on with you 
wonted Zeal,. and eſpecially if the Bulk of ſerious Chriſtian 
who wiſh you ſucceſs, will promote..it by their concurrent eg 
deavours, we may hope tor amore general Triumph. over tly 
Kingdom of darkneſs :- And :can you think of. looſing ſuch ay 
opportunity. as this, with any. peace of:mind 2 - Verily, Sir 
I tell you, many have deſired to ſee theſe things which yo 
ſee, and could not ſee them ; many. Mourners. are gone off th 
Stage, that would with all their Hearts, and TE have p 

their Hands to this bleed Work ; had there been-but-:fug] 
Laws, ſuch Magiſtrates, and .ſuch other encouragements: a 
you meet with.; . but God did- not honour- them. with ſuc 
advantages, you are they whom he hath choſen to. truſt thek 
choice Talents with ; ſhould you now. aſter. all, loſe. this Seq 
Aon, as great would be the guilt of negleing, ſuch a price. 1 
your hands, ſo, there would-remain. no. hope of ever /ſeein 
ſuch another ;. for when once :Laws of this nature, are {az 
- aſleep by diſufe, they are ſeldome awakned to. purpoſe. - .:} 
Beſides that your Zeal zu this City, hath.;this ſingular, ac 
vantage artending it, that it is likely. to be. influential. upa 
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wlmer'thed: the heart, and is there envigorated, ſo moſt of 
te Kingdom'by turns have recourſe to their Metropolis, where 
they who are flack in this- work, may by your Zeal be pro- 
joked to an imitation, and they who are, I fear, too ſecure 
jogs puniſhment in the Country, may meet with it here; it 
maybe to tlieir good, and Amendment : So that upon all ac- 
wounts,, you eſpecially are bound at this time, to beſtir your Rs 
flves. And I-may beſpeak you as Fezetiah did the Levites w tr. 
in a work of Reformation too ) My Sons be not you ow ne- = 
Q zigent, 'for-you hath the Lord choſen to ſerve him. | 
= Sccondly, We may juſtly fear that Profaneſs wou'd be more 
& ampant than ever, after this little Check given to it ; I doubt 
*Z veſhould find that the ſhort contradiction it hath found from 
©24 he late Laws, will have had but the ſame effe&t, as Paul ſays, 
God's Law once had upon him, thatis only to irritrate their 
Jluſts, Row. 7. So that they will not only be as the dog in re- 
= turning to their Vornit, bt alſo as the dog let looſe, who is 
nuch the fiercer, for having been chained : If once Evil men 
hirſt theſe bonds, and defeat theſe preſent attempts, who can 
Wt tremble to think, with what improved infolence, reco- 
Wrered Wickedneſs will Triumph and Zrſult, when once it 
knows the {mallneſs of your ſtrength to oppoſe it. I may there- 
ore allude to that of St. Peter, 2 Fpiſt. 2 Ch. 2.1 v. and adven- 
tire to fay, It had been better for you never to have begun than 
ww to decline, better not to have fought, than to give Ini- 
quity the advantage of a Vicory, by an untimely retreat. | 
Thirdly, Such a declenſion of your Zeal, will betray an un- 
hundneſs in the Principles by which you have already been act- 
&; You know that ſome are apt to ſay your Zeal is not Fire 
tindfed rom Heaven, but either from ſome Perſonal 2uarrel,or 
an hypocritical affe&atiov of Eſteem, or at beſt, but a Childith 
fondneſs for a Npve/ buſineſs, which laſts while it looks like a 
Wonder, and'then it becomes a wearineſs ; Now thould you 
ndeed defiſt in. your refent circumſtances, it would encreaſe 
ths'prefirmption. I ope that you are acted by the molt No- 
ble prings; from an awful tenderneſs for the Honour of God, 7-25 
ritved becauſe Mer my's wot his Law, and from a compallio- 136. 
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men good; which you have the ſagacity. to. apprehend 
approaching ruine of, if Iniquity go uncontroll{'d ; But if 

have been your reaſons, they will yet be of force with y 
Is not the name of God, and the Publick Good, as precii 
now as a few Years ſince, or have not ſuch. flagicious Crig 
the ſame. hurtful influence and afpe& upon both {till > Oh, 
ware that you caſt not Ws art uponalt that-yon have dt 
hitherto, by a voluntary deſertion of that-Cauſe, which lat; 
64.418 you ſem'd ſo warm for, remember that a rightand juſt Zg 
: fath this Character, that 'tis always,. and not only: for a.timg 
 Fourthly, The unconquer'd obſtinacy of Wicked men yi 
ſhame..and reproach you ; 'twas the: Glory of Our Lord Je 
that when He and the Devil, had ſuch a fared Conflidt in 
Wilderneſs, the Devil after many vain aſſaults, retreated, a 

. . Our Saviour kept the Field as Conqueror : But it will be ye 
great Reproach, if in the ſtruggle of this day between: t 
Servants of theſe two Chieftans, you that are on Chriſt's ſi 
ſhould' firſt faint and flee, eſpecially. when you have - ſo muy 
the advantage every way ; the Flagicious Sinner hath-.God a 

his own Conſcience to contend with, aswell as with you, 
hath both future and prefent dangers to diſcourage him, 
that upon the whole, it will be ſtrange indeed if he think 
Sins will bear *his Charges, or quit. coſts, through diſgra 

. and penalties herc;. and. through. the Horrours of an endl 
Night of darkneſs hereafter.. But. you have all. things to & 

. courage you, God and Conſcience, the Civil Authority, ay 
Joyful Proſpects of Eternal Rewards, fo. that greater is yol 
aſſiſtance, greater - your encouragement, .cvery way, greater | 
he that is 1n you, than he that isih them, and ſhall they ho 
.out, and you languith, Tex have that have every. way. the 1 
, vantage of them, excepx-you ſhould want it. in-your. own. R 


. Fifthly, Conſider the great danger, that will follow, if thy 
your negle&t, the Work of Reformatien ſhould not. be acco 
pliſh'd : What a Train of Calamities did E/#s remiſsneſs;] 
puniſhing his Vile Sons, bring upon the. Publick and himile 


on himſelf and his poſterity atter him .?.'The Zzemy in God 
habitation, the Ark taken Caprive,. and Thirty thouſand 
Tre dain, is the next news we hear concerning "the Public 


#1 Then Et himſelf dies the death of an unredirmelt 4 
treaks his neck with a tall, after that ll ins he yo " 
tis heart, his 'Two wicked Sons are ſlain in the tee tis 
Be in aw expace in b w_ Battel, his 
gater in Law expires in her a»gai/hand grief, and all hi 
poſterity 1s leſt under the Curſe agd Sentence of R on 
which after the Reign ; —— 
ich alter t eign of Saul and David, was executed b 
Somon ; the Vengeance of God follows him aſter death 5 { if _ 
nthe Generations: to come ; and all this for the In; it x bs 
brows of, for that Emphatical, that heavy Sin, of not fiſh; OY TH 
£ Scandalous Offenders : ' Oh what an awful bs ſhoul 7 
2 this be to Magiſtrates and People that they incur An tl 
27 Guilt of it4 That they do not through negligence, or Noth, 
= or fooliſh Tenderneſs, omit to vindicate the Honour of God, 
a0 rom the {corn of Profligate Sinners ; we wou'd hope to ſos 
6b hortly that -Univerfal Reſtraint of ſuch, 25 ſhall be both the 
FF Safety and Ornament of our Land, but if you, and others, if 
£7 Magiſtrates or People, have no heart to do ſo much for God 
3: who knows how ſoon the Glory may depart from us, and we 
>; be forced to write {Chahbod on all our Comforts when the 
by veight of ſome Additional Curſe alſo may fall on them who had 
EY ſpecial adyantages for doing their Duty, but did it not. Nay 
i jours after you may feel it, and the Frowns of God be entail'd 
= on your poſterity, ſo provoking a Sin isit, nat to riſe up for 
£ ol. - _ Evil doers, when he ſounds an Alarm to the 
Nay, let me tell you this thing further, that Your own 
_ perſonal Piety in other relations, may be no ſecurity to you, 
= wainſt Temporal Judgments ; E/z had, himſelf, a mighty 
&Z Reverence for God, with what humble ſubmiſſion doth he 4- 
| dore the Juſtice of his Threatnings, '7is the Lord, let him do 
what ſeems good in his fight. His heart was ſet upon the Ark 
of God ; That Word, the Ark of God is taken, knock'd*him c,, ,x 
down dead: ; yet for all this, God's Anger was not turned a- "I 
way, but his hand was ſtretched out ſtill. No, far be it 
from me to. let thee or thine continue in Honour, on thee ſhall 
be.all that contempt and ſhame, which thou ſhould'ſt have 
poured upon thoſe Lew'd Wretches, and becauſe thou haſt let 


them eſcape, thou ſhalt not. 
Dz Sixthly, 


1 $4m- 2, 


- Sixthly,- But then, if on the. other hand, . you are ſing 
in theſe Cours, how ſweet andeatafortzble: wilf the Se 

of it be, at death and for ever! 'Tis but a poor Inch of Tin 
we have, -in which to do our God ſuch Service as this, in Hf 
ven are no conflis between Saints and Sinners ; there is 
Warfare, all is Triumph aad Peace, no tryal of your Cours 
and Patient Reſolution ; 'tis in this preſent Life ifever, we-mu 
Honour God in this kind ; and fure when you are poing « 
the Stage, Conſcience will enquire what hath been done fe 
God and his Intereſt 2 And the more ofSelf-denyal,” the mo 
pains, hazards and difcouragements you have' gone throug 
to ſerve his Honour, the ſweeter will your Refte&ions on 
be, and with greater confidence will you hope and pray foj 
his Salvation. - Of this, you may ſee an Inſtance upon Reco 
in David, Pſ. 26. 24. compared with v. 9. [have nor- fat wi 

' vain perſons, I have hated the Congregation of Evil dgers : O ga 
ther not, thou, my Soul with Sinners, Gc. 9u. 4. Thou Lord) 
that art the Omniſcient Witneſs, and ſhortly wilt be the Final! 
Judge of all my ways, knowelſt that. I never loved. either ths 
ways, or the company of profane Sinngrs;. I have always. ap-Y 
peared againſt them ;. I have checked, . and diſcountenaneed! 
them, they have been a grief to me, and I have been an awe 
and reſtraint upon them ;. now therefore I pray ket not me 
when I dye, go with them, with whom I could nor endure We 
to live ; we were never delightful Aſſociates in the world, OW 
never let me be their- ſorrowfub. Companion in the next? and 
how certain- accompliſhment muſt fuch requeſts, fo reaſon- -} 
able and fo ſuitable have? . You ſhall go, not ro-fath as es \ 
grieved at and abhorr'd, but to ſuch as you have loved, where 
none ſhall either &fend God, or grieve you by their Sin and- 
Fally, where ſhall be no more refarming work to do; becatife no. 
more Sin or: Blemiſh, zo mere conflit, Becauſe no Enenjies of ! 
| God ; no. more danger or kart 7». God's Service, becauſe | 
none to oppoſe + Where all your difficulties and difcourage- | 
ments ſhall be leſt behind, to- poor mortals that ſhalf folow | 
after you, .complaining and 8r0aning, hroogh theft Wark: | 
Tents: of Kedar, when you are. free from the woes and'vexa- 


And. 


tions thereof. 


| and then my Brethren, then will come- the Crowns: and 
thrones, the Robes and Palms of Vidory, to adorn them + 
who tavywich gener Zeal and labour, j Ks againſt Sin 
ad Satan, for God and Holineſs : Oh who would want theſe 
comfortable thoughts upon a dying Bed! How muck better 
this, than have Conſcience chaſe'thee out of this world in- 
to Fternity, with ſuch upbraiding clamours, as Go, thou 
fothful a»profitable Servant, thou wnſavory Salt, thou Cum- 
krer of the ground, thou deſpiſed Yefſel, in which thy God | 
Z had nopteaſure, to make any uſe of ! » 
= But then that you may reftet thus:comfortably upon your 
EZ nmdeavours, you muſt be directed by ſuch Rules as theſe. 
= tr; Beware that none of you be Guilty of wounding the 
© Honour of God your ſelves, while you pretend to repair the 
© [ojuries it receives from others ; let no man think to com- 
= pound for 'any Indulged Crimes of his own, by being ſevere 
EZ upon thoſe ' of others; you have many Obſervers, let it be 
EY jour care to diſappoint them that watch tor your halting ; 
2 the wicked Cham's of the Age will be glad to ſee the Noah s, 
BY the promoters of Righteouſneſs, Drunk ; remember that y 
7 they who reprove the Works of Darkneſs, muſt have no- fellow- oo 
7 Pip with rhem. You will much more freely: throw the firſt 
= £ope at others, when you are without ſuch Sins - your 
w=2 ves. | 
bY F-> 2. See that God's Honour, be the end diredly defigned 
& byyou;-go not along with others, meerly {or company, 
when you think not why, that it. may not be faid of 3 ou, 
25 of him whom God Ordained to be the Rod of his Anger to | 
| z finful Nation, that you indeed have done what greatly _ 
# honours, God, howbeit you mean.it not Jo, an explicite vigorous 3 
intention to'ferve your Makers glory, is an eilential part ot 
ſich nniore immediate Service. | 
© 3- Shew your ſelves ſatisfy'd with God's honour, for your 
Reware, being far from a proud affetation of hurnan applauſe, 
of ary mxuſcous; diſcovery of Self-eſteem ; would it not bea 
fad exchange if God ſhould fay, they- have their reward ? 
To loft the approbation and faveur of Heaven, for the miſta-, 
ken good opinion-of poor. ky Let then the moſt un- 
4OVC 


hymilicy ſhaw that you. Jove not the praiſe of wv 
"311k GI IF : | | ” 
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ſo-much as the praiſe of God.” Let no. man have occalion, {a 
to Interpret your carriage, as if the Language of it, were like: 
that of vain-glorious Jehu, Come ſee my Zeal for the Lord.  : 
*Tis then an happy caſe indeed, when a man's Face ſhines, 
as Moſes's, with the luſtre 'of eminent. perfeions, and him-; 
ſeff knows it not, or ar leaſt covers them with, a Vail of Mo- 
deſty ; while you endeavour tobe as the lights of the World, 
be like the bright flaming Taper, which at. once caſts aſplen-.: 
a {ight before -others, and yet. an obſcure ſhade. about it. 
ſelf. | Yo -—þ my 
'-4+ Seethat the methods you uſe in this work, be as ſuited 
to the honour of God. as the matter of your Zeal is, I. take ! 
this for granted, that you are acting in the ſafeſt Cauſe in. 
the World, you are not proſecuting any for differences of 
Judgment in Religion, or matters of Conſczence, in ſuch. : 
caſe, mens miſguided Zeal, oft makes thoſe woful miſtakes 
(ſpoken of by Chriſt, - Fobn 16. 2.) that I ſhould fear to with | 
you God ſpeed. But yours is the moſt unexceptionable caul, | 
wiz. Toexpoſe to puniſhment thoſe profane practices, which | 
no Conſcience was ever fo perverſe, as ſeriouſly -to eſpouſe.; | 
Who ever heard any cry cout in bitter 'agonies, that they. had 
Not Sworn,. or Whor'd, or contemned the Sabbath more 2? *' 

. Now take care that your means be as warrantable, for the 
diſcovery of ſuch Offenders ; you know. .tis ſpoken to God's | 
honour, that he 7empts no man to Evil, neither, let any ſay | 
that he was tempted of you, as I doubt not but you count | 

' it a wicked thing to provoke a man to paſſion, in hopes that 
he will Swear and Curſe, fo ſhould you in other caſes, be a- 
fraid to lead any into Temptation, 'tis not honourable to kin- |: 
dlethoſe impure flames, which you would quench, and which 
cannot burn the leaſt while, without offence to God, nor 1s 
it ſafe to give poiſon, in hopes of an Antidote ; beſides that | 
it may prove a dangerous temptation to your ſelves, and }! 
you fall into the ſnare you hid'for others, .or at .leaft may 
bring you under the reproact\and fufpition of an evil deſign, 
by ſuch as ſhall refuſe' your bait, af ſo you get a blot not 
eaſily-to be wiped out. _—OO EE nnd 
- Laſtly, Be greatly concerned that you can honour him no 
more in this matter, eſpecially'if your endeavours ſhould not 
| in 


inthe main prove facceſsful :" Oh grieve under it, for God's 
"fake , that his great name muſt yet tuffer contempt, his wor- 

ſhip be deſpiſed, and his Laws trampled under feet, and you 
cannot help him ; for the Nations ſake, that when God would 

ge them, they would not be purged ; Mourn over a-peo- 

ple that hate to be reformed, for whom what will remain 
but utter deſtruction, of which Incorrigibleneſs in Sin, is a 
deſperate Omen, 'tis ſaid of theſe Sons of Ez, that they would 
not harken to their Fathers reproof, becauſe the Lord would 
deſtroy thewr; and for your own ſakes, that God will not ho- 
nour you with ſucceſs in ſo noble ſervice: 

But to conclude, 1f on the other hand you doprevail (as I 
would by no means deſpair of it) then will it be God's Glory, 
to have his name held reverend, and his Law made honour- 
able ; 'twill be the Glory of our Laxd, to be called an Habi- 
tation of Holineſs ; the Glory of our City, that 'tis a: Faith- 
ful City, ful of Judgment, in which Righteouſneſs lodges ; yea, If. i. 
the Glory of owr Prixce, that in his days we were delivered, ?'- 
not only frem Popery and Slavery, but from a terrible con- 
tagion of open Profaneſs, and that in His time, Righteoul- 


nefs and Peace kiſs each other. 


* Anditwill be the Glory of al you, who have been active 
Inſtruments of all this, for having honour d God, you he 
will honour - And the Shame ſhall be to ' none, but them, . 
who deſerve no better, and for whom: the moſt charitable 
Prayer we can put up, is that of David ; Fill thou their Faces Za. By. 


I 


with ſhame, that they may ſeek thy Nams O Lord. 


